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which could fight on any ground. The conditions were much
better suited to the legion, for the legionary was a skirmisher
by no means to be despised. Flaminius ordered the Eoman
army into line, lest his men should be discouraged by the loss
of even a partial engagement.

The king had a grand phalanx of sixteen thousand hop-
iites ; two thousand peltasts; of allies and mercenaries, each
two thousand, and two thousand horse, somewhat over twenty-
four thousand men in all. The Eoman force was about the
same, and the consul had a superiority in cavalry, numeri-
cally and in quality.

The Eoman detachment had fallen back to the valley not
far from their camp, where the men had rallied. The arrival
of the consul and reinforcements gave back their vigor to the
fcroops. Flaminius ordered the Eoman right to remain in
place, and covered it with some elephants, and then advanced
the left to sustain the skirmishers who had been driven back.
With a stanch onset they once again began to force the
Macedonians up the slope. This driving of the enemy up-
hill demonstrates excellent work on the Eoman side. "With
the ancient weapons, to fight downhill was a distinct advan-
tage. Missiles carried farther, and the men had a better
footing, not to count the moral advantage of looking at your
opponent literally de Jiaut en las.

Philip, with the right wing of the phalanx and the peltasts,
was soonest on the field; the left, under Nicanor, was delayed
by the difficulty of the ascent from the Macedonian camp.
The king had got his right in line before the Macedonian
mercenaries again began to fall back; he speedily rallied the
flying men, and placed them on the right of the peltasts and
phalanx.

Llvy states that Philip ordered the phalangites to lay aside
theiv sarissas, as less serviceable on the rough field than theirtchedriority which for half a generation                                        *
